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IDRC is pleased to announce this call for concept notes as part of the Canadian International Food Security Research Fund (the “Fund”). 
1. Background and Rationale of the Fund
Rising food and nutritional insecurity, climate change issues, new and emerging diseases, and the economic situation all threaten the livelihoods of millions of poor people as well as the economic, ecological, and political situation in many developing countries. The need to improve food security is important for most developing countries, particularly in sub-Saharan Africa and Asia, which account for almost 90% of the undernourished people in the world. Prior to the food price crisis in 2008, more than 850 million people were undernourished. The Food and Agriculture Organization of the UN warned that already as of May 2009, over 1 billion people were undernourished. The World Bank has estimated that under current conditions, global food production would have to double by 2030 to meet increasing global demand. With a growing world population and increased affluence leading to demand for more and higher quality foods, and given environmental problems such as soil degradation, water scarcity, biodiversity loss and climate change, new and innovative solutions are required to improve food security.

Increasing agricultural productivity through strategies that do not deplete the natural resource base will be one of the keys to ensuring food security for the growing rural and urban populations of developing countries. In all developing regions, especially the heterogeneous and risk-prone rain-fed systems of Sub-Saharan Africa, there is a need for technologies and practices to sustainably increase the productivity, stability, and resilience of production systems (including post-harvest systems) and to confront the growing challenges of climate change. Strengthening production systems must involve consideration of crops on arable lands, aquaculture, livestock and other food products (such as non timber forest products) and improved farming systems that can contribute to the food security of rural and urban populations. 

According to the 1996 World Food Summit, “Food security exists when all people, at all times, have physical and economic access to sufficient, safe and nutritious food to meet their dietary needs and food preferences for an active and healthy life.” There are important regional, local and intra-household dimensions of food security. The fund will support research to improve food productivity and on the health and nutrition dimensions of food security, including undernourishment of children and youth, micro-nutrient deficiencies, and inequitable entitlements to food and water. 
Increased investments in agricultural and nutrition-related research require innovative partnerships between developed and developing country organizations, and with the private sector, farmers, and civil society. In particular, there is a demand in the South for strong relationships and partnerships between Canadian and developing country organizations. There is wide consensus that the small scale farming sector is fundamental to food security in the developing world. Effective Canadian and developing country partnerships can generate the type of knowledge and innovation that enables smallholders – including the poorest – to improve their productivity and strengthen local markets, while achieving environmental sustainability. This would enable them to increase their own food supplies and incomes, and improve food availability in their countries. In many regions of the global South, women play central roles in food production but are increasingly vulnerable to food insecurity. Attention to their specific needs, and finding a means to ensure that women contribute to and benefit from food security programs and interventions is key. 
2. Goal and Key Objectives of the Fund
The goal of the fund is to foster the development of more productive and sustainable agricultural systems that increase food security and enhance nutrition. 

The two key objectives are to:

a) Increase food security in developing countries through investments in applied research for agricultural productivity and nutrition; and
b) Harness Canadian expertise and knowledge in food security related science and technology to develop solutions with and for the developing world.
3. Call for Proposals and Call for Concept Notes
Competitive, peer-review processes will be used to select applicant. There will be two calls in 2010. One call is a limited, competitive call, for proposals from existing partnerships (must have been active within the last 3 years), while the other [described in this document] is an open, competitive call for concept notes, which may come from new or existing partnerships. 

Applicants may not apply to both the open and the limited calls – they must select only one of these calls to apply to.
An additional open call will be held in 2011. Details will be announced on the website of the Fund at www.idrc.ca/cifsrf .

4. Eligibility for the Fund
A. Team Composition and Research Location
The calls will be open to applicant organizations that will work in partnership with each other to carry out research in one of the eligible countries listed in Appendix A. Each partnership must be between two or more organizations, at least one of which must be a Canadian organization, and at least one of which must be an organization based in one of the eligible countries in the South. Organizations may be academic institutions, private sector organizations with a research mandate, civil society organizations, or research-based organizations. The research must take place in an eligible country.
Multilateral organizations (such as UN organizations and the CGIAR) and Canadian federal government agencies may not apply as applicant organizations, but may be included in applications by others, as third-party organizations. The Fund will contract directly only with successful applicant organizations, which will be permitted to develop contracts with third-party organizations for specific services. Note that third-party organizations are not required to be located in the eligible countries.
B. Collaboration
The Fund promotes joint working relationships between Canadian and developing country organizations. Effective relationships require a clear description of roles and responsibilities (who will be involved, where, when, and with what intensity). Effective partnerships are also reflected by equitable sharing of the budget and shared accountability for research process and results.

Applications must be prepared and submitted jointly by Canadian and developing country organizations and must include an official letter of endorsement from each applicant organization.
C. Type of Research
The calls are intended to result in support for applied research. Basic or purely theoretical research will not be considered. Research that situates technology development in a farming system’s approach leading to development outcomes will be given priority. Such an approach requires the sound assessment of environmental impact and the integration of social and gender variables.
Applied research can be most effective if appropriate expertise from the natural and social sciences is included from the start. The active involvement of junior researchers from both the natural and the social sciences will also be prioritized. 

5. Eligibility for the Open Call
The open, competitive call for concept notes is  designed to promote new or expanded Canadian and developing country partnerships. Project budgets under this call will be in the range of CAD 1,000,000 to CAD 5,000,000. Project duration must not exceed 42 months, including field research and final reporting. The partnership may be pre-existing or newly formed. 
6. Thematic Research Priorities of the Fund
Concept notes selected for funding will be for applied research projects with potential to generate high impact results in the fields of agriculture and nutrition in the developing world. Examples of specific research topics are as follows: 

1. Contributing to the development of gender responsive technologies and innovations to increase agricultural productivity, improve nutrition, and reduce post-harvest losses.

2. Supporting on-farm research informed by sound social and gender analysis to identify technology adoption benefits and economic and ecological viability of small-scale farming. 

3. Developing ecosystem- and farming systems-adapted cultivars that reduce the dependence on high energy input agriculture and increase the adaptability to biotic and abiotic stresses.

4. Developing underutilized species for the achievement of food, nutrition and income security.

5. Expanding upon Canada’s strengths in biotechnologies to improve the genetic potential of crops, and to develop new livestock vaccines. 
6. Addressing, based on sound social and gender analysis, deficient diets and the major micro-nutrients malnutrition challenges by increasing the nutritional value of crops, their use, and marketing potential.

7. Enhancing the health of poor women, men, and children, by minimizing risks of infectious or pandemic diseases related to crop and animal production or unsustainable water and resource management practices.

8. Leveraging Canada’s research experience in rehabilitating degraded dry lands, a critical issue currently faced by many countries in Africa and Asia.

9. Contributing to increasing resilience of food systems to a changing climate; and building on CIDA’s contribution to the Pilot Program on Climate Resilience at the World Bank.

The above list of topics is illustrative and not exhaustive. Other applied research topics of relevance to food security and nutrition in the developing world are welcome.

7.  Selection Process
This call will consist of a two-stage selection process to fund full research projects. In the first stage, concept notes prepared by applicant partnerships will be reviewed and short-listed by the Scientific Advisory Committee (SAC) of the Fund, according to the selection criteria outlined below. In the second stage of the process, short-listed applicants will be eligible to receive a small travel grant (must be fully justified) of up to 10,000 CAD, to permit representatives from the applicant organizations to meet to develop the full proposal. Note that provision of such a travel grant does not guarantee funding of any future full proposal, but if such a grant is awarded, a proposal must be submitted, and attendance at the meeting between applicant organizations is considered a prerequisite for submission of a full proposal. Full proposals will then be prepared and submitted jointly by the applicant organizations whose concept notes were shortlisted, and will be reviewed by the SAC according to the selection criteria outlined below.
8. Selection Criteria
Concept notes will be assessed on the following six criteria:

1. Relevance of the concept note / scientific idea: relevance of the research to the food security and development challenge, to regional priorities, and in particular to the most food insecure in the developing world

2. Research merit: strength of justification, innovation, clarity of research questions and objectives, conceptual soundness, robustness of methodology, integration of social and gender variables, applicability and replicability of results

3. Research effectiveness: capacity to generate results within the lifetime of the project

4. Collaboration: level of collaboration in project implementation, equitable sharing of budget, appropriate collaboration between natural and social scientists
5. Special attention to women: consideration of women’s specific needs in design of the research, participation of women in research, potential impact of research on women
6. Environmental sustainability: recognition of potential environmental impacts, identification of steps to maximize positive impacts / minimize negative impacts
9. Target Timelines for the Open Call 
February 12: Launch of call

March 31: Deadline for submission of concept notes 

May 17: Announcement of successful concept notes and extension of invitations for full proposal development  

May 31: Announcement of small travel grants for proposal development 
August 30: Deadline for submission of proposals 
October 15: Announcement of successful proposals

November 30: Projects begin 
10. Concept Note Format and Requirements 
It is requested that concept notes be concise, and submitted in single-spaced, 12-point text (font: Times New Roman). In order to be considered, concept notes must:
· be completed using the using the application provided [link];

· be submitted in either English or French;

· contain a description of research project this is not more than six pages (excluding annexes);

· include a section explaining coherence with the Fund’s goal and objectives; 

· include a section explaining fit with the thematic scope and thematic research priorities of the Fund;

· include a section that explains how both northern and southern research partners will be involved effectively; 

· include a general description of the research question(s), objectives, and methodology, and involvement of partners in research activities;

· include an indicative budget, prepared using the table provided in the application, indicating expected and reasonable expenses for the duration of the project. 

· include, if needed, a justification of the need for a travel grant for full proposal development, with details of expected associated budget

· include the following two (2) annexes:

1. official letters of endorsement: One from each applicant organization;
2. short CVs (5 pages) of the principal investigator from each applicant organization (use form provided in application);

11. Submission Guidelines
For the open, competitive Call, concept notes must be submitted by the deadline of 11:59 p.m., Eastern Standard Time, March 31, 2010, by email to cifsrf@idrc.ca. Applications received by the deadline and deemed by IDRC to be compliant with the requirements set out in this call will be evaluated in accordance with the process outlined herein. Applications received after the deadline WILL NOT be considered and electronic files will be deleted. 

Any enquiries should be directed to cifsrf@idrc.ca.

Appendix A: CIFSRF Eligible countries 
Please note that any applicant organization not based in Canada must be based in one of the following eligible countries. The research work carried out must also take place in one of these countries.

Afghanistan 
Bangladesh 
Benin 
Bolivia 
Brazil*
Burkina Faso 
Cambodia 
Cameroon
Caribbean Regional**
Chile*
China*
Colombia 
Congo (DRC)
Costa Rica*
Ecuador
Egypt 
El Salvador

Ethiopia 
Ghana 
Guatemala
Haiti 
Honduras 
India*
Indonesia 
Jordan
Kenya 
Lebanon*
Malaysia*
Malawi 
Mali
Mexico*
Morocco 
Mozambique 
Nepal 
Nicaragua 

Niger 
Nigeria 
Pakistan 
Peru 
Philippines 
Rwanda 
Senegal 
South Africa
Sri Lanka
Sudan 
Syria
Tanzania 
Togo
Uganda
Vietnam 
Gaza/West Bank
Zambia
Zimbabwe
* Countries for which concept notes will have to address a research problem of regional relevance to be considered eligible for funding.

** Caribbean Regional countries include Antigua & Barbuda, Barbados, Belize, Dominica, Jamaica, Grenada, Guyana, Montserrat, Saint-Kitts & Nevis, Saint-Lucia, Saint-Vincent & the Grenadines, Suriname, Trinidad &Tobago, and concept notes will have to demonstrate regional relevance.
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